
Welcome to the issue that marks the beginning of the 30th year of ATTS. It is, of 
course, late as usual, but, hey, what did you expect? The earthquake did not do anything 
to improve my speed. 

The editor is always looking for more copy to put in the Newsletter so feel free to 
write. This is especially true this year as it is our anniversary. Those of you who have 
been around since the beginning feel free to write about the early years of ATTS. You can 
also write about using sales tax tokens, if you were around at the time. As time passes we 
lose links to the past and that makes it harder to get new information regarding sales tax 
tokens. As you can see from the editor’s own efforts no great skill is not required to write 
an article. Indeed, yon can do as Carl Cochrane, our Secretary-Treasurer, did. He sent 
me a newspaper clipping that begins on p.4 hereof. A few of you have promised me 
articles but have not yet sent them. Please do' so, especially those of you who think I have 
printed an error. What I print is largely a function of what I have been sent. If you do not 
send it to me I cannot print it. If you want to improve the quality of the Newsletter send 
me an article. It may trigger a response from some other member so that we can all get 
feedback and get as much out of our hobby as we can. Terry Capps is seeking 
correspondents (see his ad). Please feel free to report the results to me for inclusion in 
future issues, you can even be Assistant Editor if you like. Any prospective contributor 
can have as much or as little credit as he or she desires. You can even blame spelling and 
grammar errors on your editor (what a deal!): Thanks to all of you who have sent me 
articles and information. I am working on some articles from information some of you 
have sent, and I have a few of Merlin’s articles left. But, as you can see from the contents 
of the Newsletter, there are still new discoveries to be made and converts to be gained. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

Carl has asked me to remind those of you who have not yet paid your dues that 
they are due and you should pay him now. You should also send any change of address 
to Carl as he maintains the roster. 

Thank you for your help and patience in these matters. We, especially the editor, 
may be slow, but we will get there in the end. Any help or constructive criticism is always 
welcome. 




PRICES REALIZED 

James Bird wrote regarding reference numbers in the auction Prices Realized, such 
as C18, R34, etc., and asked what they were and whether there was a cross reference in 
Malehorn and Davenport, United States Sales Tax Tokens and Stamps. 

The only cross reference in M&D I found was to Chits, Chiselers, and Funny 
Money, by Michael G. Pfefferkorn and Jerry F. Schimmel (1977), to which M&D is the 
revision and update. I believe the numbers referred to are in USA State Revenue Stamps 
Catalog, by Elbert S.A. Hubbard, although which volume I cannot say. I suspect that the 
letters stand for the names of the various companies that printed the stamps, i.e. C is 
Columbian Bank Note Company and R is Reserve Lithograph Company. I checked in my 
copy of Chits to see if Merlin’s cross references matched. R34 is not the same as RE34 
(the Chits number), so it appears there is no direct cross reference. However, as the entry 
in the Prices Realized column contains the year and denomination, and probably the 
printer, one should be able to get a pretty good idea what the item in question is. Also, as 
none of the Ohio stamps are rare, and the Prices Realized should be useful as a guide to 
value, but not as an absolute. If anyone has anything to ad please feel free to write to me 
and I will include it in the next Newsletter. 



By Marc J. Duvall 

As you may recall from the last issue I left the details of the 55 S-9 through 14 
until this issue. When we last saw our sales tax tokens I had tried to sort them by color 
and got six groups. For a brief moment I thought I had gotten lucky, as there are six 
varieties differentiated by color. However, S-14 is reddish-brown, the same color as S-16 
& 19. None of the S9-14 group was any where near the color of S-lfror 19. That got me 
looking more closely at the colors of these tokens. I am apparently not the only one who 
had trouble with the color of these tokens. The following sources show what I mean: 


M&D (1) 

59 cream white translucent 
S10 light beige 
SI 1 light gray 

512 greenish-gray 

513 tan 

514 reddish-brown 


Chits (2) 

#1 1 white translucent 
#12 white opaque 
#13a light gray 
#13b dark gray 
#14 yellow-brown 
#15 orange-brown 


Schimmel (3) 

-9 white 
-9 

-10 grey 
-10 

-11 tan 

-12 chocolate-brown 


The code-decode table in M&D shows that each line represents the-same token. Jerry 
Schimmel stated that he had seen one chocolate-brown token and sold it in 1981. He 
stated “it could have been an OK-11 [S13, ed.] resulting from a poorly mixed dye batch. It 
was somewhat lighter than the OK-14 [S16, ed.].”(4) Irv Swalwell stated that he had not 
found a chocolate-brown that could be called genuine. “[A]ll I have seep (as well as the 
grays) seem to be off-color mixes or color changed due to aging, handling, or other causes 
after they were produced by the supplier.”(5) Lee DeGood claimed to have received the 
chocolate-brown that had been sold by Jerry, after it had passed through other hands, and 
said he thought it was yellow-brown.(6) Perhaps the most that can be drawn from this is 
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that Jerry is partial to milk chocolate, although it does seem clear that one token is darker 
than the rest. 

Merlin has also identified different dies used to strike these tokens.(7) Merlin 
distinguishes them by measurements in lOths of millimeters. After some searching I was 
unable to find any ruler divided into a smaller fraction than a 50th'of an inch (slightly more 
than half a millimeter). Even so, I still had to use a magnifying glass to make use of it. It 
is entirely possible that there are errors in my attributions, both in measurement and color, 
but here they are, with their die alignments: 


■9 ■ 

1/3 

,2/2 

,2/7 ,3/6 ,6/3 [2], 6/4 ,6/7 


10 

1/3 

,2/7 

& 3 more , 5/4 , 6/3 


11&12 

1/7 

,2/1 

,2/2 ,2/4 [2], 2/5 ',2/6 & -, 2/7 

, 4/1 , 4/3 


& 2 more 

,4/4 ,4/5 [3], 4/7 [3], 5/1 ,5/3 

[2]& ,5/4 , 


5/5 ' 

, 6/2 

& ,6/3 [2], 6/4 [2], 6/5 & ,7/4 

,7/5 

13 

none 


14 none 



There are four other tokens that are too damaged to be attributed. Two of them are fairly 
light (although that could be the result of being “bleached”) and the other two have some 
dar|< substance on them). 

The “one of each variety” group and their die alignments are as follows: 

S-9 6/3 10 * 11 2/5* ,4/5 

12 5/3 13 none 14 2/1 

The S-l Is may be S~12s, and the item marked with the * may be S-10, but the dies say its 
(s either S-l 1 or S-l2. 

The following were die varieties not found by Merlin (7): S-9 6/3, S-10 1/3, 2/7, 
5/4, S-l 1&12 4/4, also 6/3 for S-l 1. Interestingly, in another place (8) Merlin listed 6/3 
for both' S-9 and S-11 I do not know why they did not appear in hi^ later article. Merlin 
had claimed to have found 72 of the 336 possible combinations. Whether I have found 
any of the others, or have merely mis-attributed these tokens I do not know. 

Several of the tokens had a yellow tinge to them. If that makes them S-13s then 
that token is far less rare than believed. However, my own S-l3 is more yellow than any 
in the sample, so it may exist as an independent variety, although all the tokens together 
showed a range rather than sharp distinctions in color (except S- l 4). The “one of each” 
S-l 2 is interesting because most of it is clearly greenish-gray, but there are splotches on it 
that I initially thought were coffee (with much cream) stains. However, on closer 
examination, it appears that the splotches are the same color as S-l4 (including the one in 
my collection). It also does not appear that it is something on the token, but rather the 
surface of the token itself. It may be that even the S-l 4 is merely the result of mis¬ 
handling. The sample is too small to draw firm conclusions, but there does appear to be 
strong evidence that time and handling can change the color of the tokens. There also 
appears to be some support for this with the S-l5/16s. Please send a^ny thoughts you have 
on the subject, or on anything else. 

(1) Merlin K: Malehom and Tim Davenport, United States Sales T<pc Tokens and Stamps 
(1993) (hereinafter M&D). 

(2) Michael G. Pfefferkom and Jerry F. Schimmel, Chits, Chi seders, and Funny Money 

(1977) (hereinafter Chits). (cont’d p: 7) 
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COLORADO LOCAL ISSUES 

Hermann Ivester R-495 

(with New Finds Editor Merlin K. Malehorn H-10) 


As far as we have known, there were two local 
issues of a sales tax "token" in the state of Colorado at 
the start of their state sales tax program. Both are 
illustrated in the catalog on page 47. Both were issued 
by the F.W. Woolworth Co. in Denver. One was on 
behalf of the Lunch Department and the other was 
apparently for the entire remainder of the store, 
although the wording is such that a customer might 
assume he could use them interchangeably. 

Hermann recently reported that he had come 
into possession of an LI and another receipt that was 
the same except that the lc TAX PAID was in block 
letters. The measurements on both are 65 mm. x 118 
mm., the same as L2. (Malehorn: When we did the 
catalog, we didn’t have a real LI to measure. The 
measurements were taken from Chits and borders were 
drawn accordingly. The new find will be L3.) Illus¬ 
trations are provided below, reduced to 60% to save 
space. (M: Borders have been left light or missing 
just to reduce the gray background that you see in the 
catalog illustration of L2.) Marc Duvall recently 
forwarded an article from the State Revenue Newsletter 
(SRN), that shows an illustration of LI and more or 
less asks what it is. We know, don’t we? 

Anyhow, the article reports that the measurements are 
67 x 107 mm., which isn’t too surprising, since these 
pieces may have been cut with scissors or in some 
other way without much concern for precision. 
However, there’s a surprise. We’ve assumed the 
paper to be flimsy and possibly faded from pink to 
white, because that’s what all the pieces reported 
previously had. However, the one from SRN is on a 
"medium thick wove buff colored paper." 


Hermann obtained his pieces from Golden 
Philatelies in Cedarhurst, NY. (M. again: I wrote to 
Golden to ask how they had come into possession of 
them for sale, and if they could, a reference to the 
individual with whom I might communicate. I was ad¬ 
vised that they didn’t have a record that would pin¬ 
point the source. The owner told me that they process 
a large volume of philatelic material every day, and 
these probably were included in some package of 
philatelic material which they purchased for later sale, 
and sorted out later into sales lists. I presume that 
since they had been purchased rather than consigned, 
Golden had paid for them as part of the bulk package 
and therefore didn’t maintain a record of the source. 
So at this point it seems we have lost the history trail.) 


LUNCH DEPARTMENT 

oate .MAY!® 


lc TAX PAID 

NOTICE 

By showing this receipt you 
may make further purchases in 
this STORE today up to 59c 
total 

WITHOUT ADDITIONAL TAX 


From 60c to $1.09—lc additional tan 
to be paid and higher sales 
proportionately. 


F. W. WOOLWORTH CO. 
820-840 16th St. Denver, Colo. 


LI 


LUNCH DEPARTMENT 

Date-MAY-27-19-35-. 

lc TAX PAID 

NOTICE 

By showing this receipt you 
may make further purchases in 
this STORE today up to 59c 
total 

WITHOUT ADDITIONAL TAX 

From 60c to $196—]c additional tan ' 
to be paid and higher sales 
proportionately. 


F. W. WOOLWORTH CO. 
820-840 16th St. Denver, Colo. 


L3 


Check Your Mailing Label! 

If there is an “01” (or “0?” or £C L” or “H”) on 
your mailing label that means that you are 
“paid up” for 2001. If there is not an “01” 
AND there is a red mark on your mailing label, 
then you are not paid up for 2001. (This is as 
of 8 Mar., 2001.) You need to send Carl 
Cochrane your dues ($8) in order to receive 
the next copy of the newsletter. His address is 
12 Pheasant Dr.; Asheville, NC 28803. 



Q» I was cleaning out an old chest of drawers 
and found a cardboard token. On one side is 
“Sales Tax Token” and the number 1 and on the 
other side is written “Alabama State Department 
of Revenue.” The token has a hole in the middle. 
BoaiflMis it? Are these tokens rare? — C.G. 





NEW WEST VIRGINIA MEMORANDUM 

Jim Calvert R-533 

(with New Finds Editor Merlin K. Malehorn L-279) 


Jim obtained a new West Virginia McCrory’s 
Sales Tax Memorandum from a man in Jacksonville, 
Florida, last September. The man claims to have 
received them from a local dealer several years ago in 
a junk lot of revenues described as dirty with a lot of 
faults. Jim also obtained a WV L3 in the same lot. 
There was a bit of information in the junk lot that 
suggested the whole thing was assembled in the 
Jacksonville area. There’s nothing to answer the 
question of how these WV items would have migrated 
to Florida over the course of 60+ years. 


Here’s a picture of the new find. 




15 20 25 30 35 40 45 SO 

SALES TAX MEMORANDUM 

One cent tax has been collected and you are 
entitled to purchase merchandise not exceed¬ 
ing 50c withoutf paying additional tax. Not 
good after /iefmig Store. Not good in any 
other Store.' '■ 1 

Date... 

J. G. MeCilory Co.. West Virginia 


This looks very much like West Virginia L8 
(catalog page 352.) Here’s a picture of L8. Notice 
that in L8, there are four lines of small print. The 
second line ends with "500" and the third line ends 
with "after". Now look at the new find. There are 
five lines of small print. The second line ends with 
"exceed-" and the third line ends with "Not". 


JO 15 


20 2? 30 35 40 45 50 


One 


saiM tax memorandum 

*»4 you 


cntuL’d 1 1 > P urcb morchandi** Ittl exc«edi ng 5 0c 

without paying additional tax. Not stood after 
leaving State. good Jt^any other Store, 


6 — 


Mc€UOBY% West Vfrgiw* 


(The illustrations above are slightly reduced.) 
This new find will be called numbered L21 when we 
issue a Catalog Information Sheet. 


Sales-tax tokens date back to the 1930s and 
1940s, according to Carl Cochrane of Asheville, the 
treasurer of the American Tax Token Society. The 
tokens were used in several states, including Ala¬ 
bama. States printed tokens to use as change for 
sales tax that was “between the pennies.” 

Cochrane gave this example from his growing-up 
days hi Oklahoma, another state that used tokens. 

“The sales tax was 2 percent,” he said. “If you 
bought something for a quarter, you paid a half-cent 
tax. The consumer didn’t want to round up to the 
next penny, and the merchant didn’t want to give up 
that half-cent” so the tokens were created. 

Tokens were made from metal, pressed fiber, 
plastic and paper. Missouri printed then tokens on 
cardboard circles such as the ones used to cover 
milk bottles. 

At fust, the state printed on one side only, and 
local stores thought that the flip side would be a 
swell place to print then business name. Missouri 
started printing on both sides. 

Some tokens had holes in the center to distin¬ 
guish them from coins. 

Cochrane said that when tokens were fust intro¬ 
duced, the U.S. government was not pleased. Au¬ 
thorities said that only the Treasury Department 
had the authority to issue coins. States were not 

meant to mint. 


Eventually, the government stopped pursuing the 
issue, Cochrane said. 

The tokens were fractions of one cent, called 
mills. A mill is one-tenth of one cent. The tokens 
were intended solely for paying sales tax, but Coch¬ 
rane said that some kind-hearted merchants al¬ 
lowed youngsters to trade in mills for a candy bar. 

North Carolina didn’t have tokens, according to 
Cochrane, but some merchants issued coupons with 
numbers printed ar ound the edge. Customers could 
“round up” the sales tax and pre-pay for the next 
shopping trip, and the merchant would mark that on 
the card. 

Most states stopped using tokens in the mid- 
1940s, according to Cochrane, when the middle- 
class affluency ended most of the squabbling over 
pennies. 

Most sales-tax tokens are not valuable. “Scarcity 
increases value,” Cocinane said. You can find to¬ 
kens selling for a quarter in some antique sliops. 

Although they may be worth little more than their 
original worth, the tokens are intriguing reminders 
of the days when pennies were important. 

For readers who want to know more about to¬ 
kens, Cochrane recommends the book United 
States Sales Tax Tokens and Stamps: A History 
and Catalog by Merlin K. Malehorn and Tim Dav¬ 
enport. 

Readers may contact Cocluane for information 
about the American Tax Token Society, which pub¬ 
lishes a quarterly newsletter for members. Write to 
Carl Cochrane, 12 Pheasant Drive, Asheville, NC 
28803, 
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NEW MISSOURI PATTERN 

Jim Calvert R-533 

(with New Finds Editor Merlin K. Malehorn L-279) 


Jim purchased a Missouri pattern on e-Bay in 
October 1999 from an individual in Bell Buckle, 
Tennessee. Presumably the individual is not a collec¬ 
tor of sales tax tokens, because the price was low. It 
came in a lot that also included three S7 and one S9, 
all from Missouri. Here’s a picture. 



Catalog Supplement Sheet 13, issued with 
Newsletter 89, Apr-Jun 95, reports a Missouri pattern, 
value 1 mill. It is octagonal and has the name of die 
State Auditor, Forrest Smith, incorrectly spelled with 
only one "r." Here are pictures of it. It’s P19. 


The 5 mill pattern certainly appears to be the 
partner of the 1 mill pattern, and we’ll count it as 
such. It’ll be P20. The CSS will be reissued with it 
added to P19. _ 




PHILADELPHIA: 

WHITE TOWER CITY SALES TAX 

Loose End #5 

Merlin K. Malehorn L-279 


This article appeared in The State Revenue ticket, unsuccessfully. (Sorry, but this is the best 

Newsletter, Vol. 20, No. 4, July 1970. I have tried reproduction of the illustration that I can get.) 

occasionally to track down the author and the tax 

PEMSHVANIA ODD BALU3 
R e Maurice Fox 


Philadelphia City Sales Tax - This tax in 
l935^as”¥Temporajy tax„ Shown is a tax 
ticket issued by White Tower which is a 
chain restuar'ant 8 The reverse of this stub 
reads in seven lines "Oily Sales Tax/ By 
Direction of the Council of / The City of 
Philadelphia s the / Sales Tax must be 
collected / from the PURCHASER by the / 
Merchant”„ 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

FOR SALE: Ohio sales tax stamps complete with vendor’s stub attached: 

S-235 1c $1.50 S-250 6c $1.50 S-251 9c $1.50 

possibly S-215 or S-240 12c has B letter $1.50 S-253 15c 1.50 

S-254 30c 1.50 S-255 60c 3.00 S-244 $1.50 5.00 

S-261 3c staple holes (1/2 size) $0.50 

Note — all the above in CU or mint condition. See M&D for descriptions. 
Dave Piatt, Rt.52, Stout, QH45684 


WANTED: Your classified ad. Each 
member is entitled to a free ad in each 
issue. Your ad can be run in more than 
one issue if you let the editor know 
that and he is not overwhelmed with 
ads (so far not a problem). 

COLLECTOR NEEDS the following IL 
metal provisionals to complete collection 
— Moline (L62A, 63 Ac, 63Bb, 63Bc) and 
Rock Island (L88Ab, 88Ba, 88Db). Also 
need most IL paper issues. Indicate con¬ 
dition and asking price. Don Thannen, 

309 Kenyon Drive, Springfield, IL 62704 

TAX TOKEN Collector willing to 
correspond regarding tax tokens. Snail 
mail: Terry Capps, 535 Michigan Ave. 
Apt. 2116, Chicago, IL 60611; e-mail: 
Moccapps@AOL.com. Finds, wants, 
trades, monthly exchange. 

OHIO SALES TAX STAMPS: Any 
have a price list of the Ohio tax stamps. 
Whole or halves. Any extras to trade or 
sell. Or do you have want list? Send to 
James Bird, 132 East 3rd St., Dayton, ' 
Ohio 45402. 


STILL AVAILABLE: United States Sales 
Tax Tokens and Stamps: A History and 
Catalog, M.K. Malehorp and T. Davenport, 
$39.95 + $3.50 Postage & handling, from 
Turtle Hill Book Co., PQ Box 265, 
Bryantown, MD 20617. Non ATTS 
members, $49.95 + p&h. 

WANTED: 6 or 6.5 oz. hobble skirt Coke 
Bottles. No color applied labels or late date 
Xmas please. I need one, in better than 
average condition, from any city in the 
following states: Idaho, Nevada, New 
Jersey, North Dakota, Oregon, Rhode 
Island, Vermont, and Washington. Please 
contact: James H. Ward, 709 Loop Road, 
Hendersonville, NC 28792-6643; (828) 693 
-6438. 

NEEDED for personal tax token collection: 
Illinois Cities Taxes: Astoria, Bunker Hill, 
Ladd, Rossville, and Wyoming. Dale L. V 
Dye, 1027 E. Court St., Iowa City, IA one 
52240. 

(cont’d from p. 3) 

(3) Jerry F. Schimmel, 7/.A. State-issued 
Sales Tax Tokens (1980, 2nd revised ed.) 
(hereinafter, Schimmel). 


(4) ATTS Newsletter 44 (Oct-Dec 1983), p. 10 

(5) ATTS Newsletter 51 (Opt-Dec 1985), p.16 
{6) ATTS Newsletter AS (Jan-Jun 1984), p. 18 

(7) ATTS Newsletter 66 (Jul-Sep 1989), pp.20-23, also Catalog Supplement Sheets 22-1 
and 22-2. 8) ATTSNewsletter 57 (Apr-Jun 1987), pp. 14-15. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
DECEMBER 1, 2000 - FEBRUARY 28, 2001 

Income (1/1-1/31) 


Balance 12/1/00 

$281.28 

Dues & Donations 

48.00 

Expenses (12/1-12/31) 


Balance 1/31/01 

$ 164.92 

Postage, supplies 

11.91 



Income (12/1-12/31) 


Expenses (2/1-2/28) 


Dues 

16.00 

Postage 

2.67 

Balance 12/31/00 

$ 285.37 

Income (2/1-2/28) 




Dues & Donations 

395.00 

Expenses (1/1-1/31) 




Postage 

0.88 

Balance 2/28/01 

$ 557.25 

Newsletter 

167.57 




The balance for February covers the cost of the last newsletter. As usual, this report does not 
include the cost of this newsletter because that cost can’t be known until after this statement is 
made. At this point it’s really hard to tell how the year looks. If the remaining members renew 
their membership, we should be in a good condition for this year. A big thank you to all the 
members who have made a donation. 

DONATIONS: Donations this year are $51. Thanks to Richard Blaylock, Pascal Brock, 
Clarence Glenn, Steven Koczan, Richard Lane, Jeff Quinn, George Schwenk, and Donald 
Thannen for their donations. All the donations are appreciated very much and help keep us from 
needing to raise the dues. Life members, it is okay if you want to make a donation. © 

ORGANIZATIONAL REPORT 
December 1, 2000 — February 28, 2001 

NEW MEMBERS: Carl Prichett, Paul G. REINSTATEMENTS: None 

Wehner 

DROPS: None MEMBERSHIP (February 28) 118 


ATTS NEWSLETTER 

Official Quarterly Publication of 
The American Tax Token Society 
Marc J. Duvall, Editor, 1621 Bigelow Ave N 
Seattle, WA 98109 

Membership is $8 per calendar year ($9 for addresses in Canada) or $160 ($180 in Canada) for 
Life Membership. Send dues to the treasurer: Carl Cochrane ATTS; 12 Pheasant Dr.; Asheville, 
NC 28803. 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Well, another late issue, surprise, surprise, surprise! I tried to scan in an article, 
but the %$$&( A machine is smarter than I am and it knows it! Anyway, I had to resort to 
cut and paste. Further delay was caused by my trying to trying to translate some 
information I obtained on a foreign STT, it is talcing longer to teach myself French than I 
thought. 

Carl has informed me that some MO patterns have turned up and that the owner 
may be interested in selling them through the Newsletter. Look for details in a future 
issue. Mike Strub and Russ Ward both appear to have come up with new finds. George 
McGee sent some items he had from the ‘30s, an article that appears to be from the 
Philadelphia Inquirer appears in this issue under the title “The More Things Change ...” 
The rest will appear in future issues. 

The editor is always looking for more copy to put in the Newsletter so feel free to 
write. This is especially true this year as it is our anniversary. Those of you who have 
been around since the beginning feel free to write about the early years of ATTS. You can 
also write about using sales tax tokens, if you were around at the time. As time passes we 
lose links to the past and that makes it harder to get new information regarding sales tax 
tokens. As you can see from the editor’s own efforts no great skill is required to write an 
article. A few of you have promised me articles but have not yet sent them. Please do so, 
especially those of you who think I have printed an error. What I print is largely a 
function of what I have been sent. If you do not send it to me I cannot print it. If you 
want to improve the quality of the Newsletter send me an article. It may trigger a 
response from some other member so that we can all get feedback and get as much out of 
our hobby as we can. Any prospective contributor can have as much or as little credit as 
he or she desires. You can even blame spelling and grammar errors on your editor (what a 
deal!). Thanks to all of you who have sent me articles and information. Some of you have 
sent articles from other publications, if you do, please include the name an address of the 
publisher/editor so that I may contact them for permission to reprint the article. Thanks. I 
am working on some articles from information some of you have sent, and I have a few of 
Merlin’s articles left. But, as you can see from the contents of the Newsletter , there are 
still new discoveries to be made and converts to be gained. 




ALABAMA: 

8 MILL COUNTERSTAMP 
Loose End #7 


Merlin K. Malehorn L-279 


In Chits, Pfefferkorn and Schimmel, there is 
a report of an "Alabama 5 mill luxury tax token with 
a figure 8 counterstamp." Chits goes on to list this as 
#22, a brass Tax Commission 5 mill token with 8 
counterstamp. Also, on speculation Chits lists a 5 mill 
brass Dept, of Revenue token with 8 counterstamp, 
and a 5 mill Department of Revenue red fiber with 8 
counterstamp. 

During the preparation of the M&D catalog, 
the brass Tax Commission token with 8 counterstamp 
did not surface, although its existence is not ques¬ 
tioned. The other two tokens, as Chits noted, are only 
assumed as possibilities. 


As a result, the M&D catalog simply notes the 
report of the token and comments that it is unlikely to 
have been related to a change in the tax rate. There¬ 
fore it is evaluated as a "curiosity." 

Does anyone have this token or know where it 
is? It certainly seems it might be dignified as a 
Catalog Supplement Sheet on a curiosity. Meanwhile, 
here’s an illustration of the 5 mill token without the 
counterstamp. 




OKLAHOMA HOARD III 

By Marc J. Duvall 

You may have thought I was finished with this subject after part II appeared in the 
last issue. So did I. However, when I picked up the Newsletter from the copier I notice 
that I had left off the die alignments. (Every time I think I am beginning to get a handle on 
being editor, reality rears its ugly head and bites me on the backside.) Anyway, here are 
the die alignments for OK S-9 through 14 that should have appeared in part II: 

S-9 1/3 V, 2/2 O', 2/7# 3/6# 6/3#[2], 6/4 6/7 

10 1/3H, 2/741 & 3 moref \ 5/4#, 6/3 

11& 12 1/7-jy, 2/1#, 2/2#, 2/4'ft[2], 2/5 V, 2/6fi&?\ 2/7 f\ 4/1 f # 4/3 f 

& 2 more# 4/41# 4/5 #[3], 4/7#[3], 5/lf# 5/3^2] 5/4?*, f^ <g> 

©5/5#, 6/2?i&1 v T6/3l#2], 6/4?*[2], 6/5tt&t~? 7/4f# 7/5 f 
13 none 14 none 

There are four other tokens that are too damaged to be attributed. Two of them are fairly 
light (although that could be the result of being “bleached”) and the other two have some 
dark substance on them). 

The “one of each variety” group and their die alignments are as follows: 

S-9 6/3 t<r 10 * 11 2/5*#, 4/5 f-» 

12 5/3 IV 13 none 14 2/1 f-* 

The S-l Is may be S-12s, and the item marked with the * may be S-10, but the dies say its 
is either S-l 1 or S- 12 . 
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QUESTIONS ON OHIO SALES TAX RECEIPTS 


James Bird wrote regarding Ohio tax receipts. He asked if anyone had a drawing 
or print of the different Hyphen 4, 5, 6.5, 9, Hyphen Roul, both, or a combination? 
Roulette 9.5, 4, 5, 6, 9? Are slits determined by how many to the inch or how? Looking 
in Ohio Sales Tax Receipts 1935-1961 by our President, Richard M. Johnson (1997) I 
discovered the following information on p. 22: 

“Perforation rates are stated in accordance with postage stamp standards. Count 
he number of holes or roulettes within a two centimeter length. All fractions are rounded 
to 1/2. There is a small variation in some of the stated values but in general they are 
reasonably close. The perforations are of several kinds — 

“PERFORATED means a separation done with punched round holes such as is 
commonly found on postage stamps. 

“PINHOLE means a round hole perforation as above but the holes are so small 
that it appears to have been done with pins or needles. 

“ROULETTE means a line of cut slits. These are sometimes found as ill defined 
impressions across the receipt, this is especially true on the Reserve issues. 

“BLIND ROULETTE is a poorly defmded term sometimes used interchangeably 
with roulette. At times however it appears to have been used to describe receipts with no 
visible perforation at all (see imperforate below). 

“HYPHEN HOLE means a line of punched rectangular holes, they are a variant 
form of rouletting. Unfortunately they sometimes also occur as a line of ill defined 
impressions (see above). This is especially true of the Reserve issues. 

“CLEAR ROULETTE a poorly defined term often used interchangeably with 
hyphen hole. It may however sometimes refer to rouletting that has actually pierced 
through the paper. 

“IMPERFORATE refers to a receipt with no form of separation at all. It is 
normally seen only on specimen and error receipts.” 

If anyone has anything to ad please feel free to write to me and I will include it in 
the next Newsletter. 
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ARIZONA DISCOVERIES - Mike Strub, R-504 


The Arizona tokens are my favorites, as I’m sure they are for many of you. They are the most artistic and 
coin-like of the state-issued tokens, which I’ve always considered to be state coinage. 


NEW BOX I recently bought an original box of Arizona 1 Mill Sales Tax Tokens from a gentleman who 
first sold me one of the rolls from the box on Ebay. (He was not , 

Gordon Jones; but this box may well be from his hoard). The box was larger than AZ-02 arid contained 
1000 tokens. The legend reads: “CONTENTS 1000 (l)s / ARIZONA TAX TOKENS / SALES PRICE 
$1.00" in 5mm high letters. The dimensions are 4 3/4" x 2 3/4" x 1 13/16" (120 x 70 x 46mm) or tt es op a 
of the box and 4 5/8" x 2 5/8" x 1 13/16" (117 x 68 x 47mm) for the bottom half, which the top half fits ove , 
and which includes metal tabs which protrude through the top to be bent over for securing the enclosure. is 
light brown cardboard with a black rubberstamp. So the size and material match AZ-02. 


NEW DIE VARIETY The contents of this new box type are 20 AZ-04A rolls of 50 1-Mill tokens, 

which are mixed S5B and S5C. There is also a new 

DIE variety, which I would like to suggest we should call AZ-S5D. In AZ-S5C, only the center vertical ray 
of the sun touches the border that separates “DITAT DEUS” from the farming scene below it. In the new 
variety, the center 3 rays of the sun all contact this border. If this variety exists out there already, it has 
probably been considered as AZ-S5C. This is a naked-eye die variety, folks - check your collections and see 
which one(s) you have! 


STATISTICS There should have been 1000 coins in the box, but there were only 996. The fellow 

who sold it to me packed it rather poorly, and several of the 
aged paper rolls were burst open. Enough tape was used on the package to prevent the loose coins from 
exiting, but somehow we came up short anyway!. Then I dropped one on the floor of my den, and still 
haven’t found it! 

Anyone familiar with statistical sampling methods knows the following results aren t really based on a 
good sample. Although they represent almost l/20th of 1% of the mintage, they are all from a single box^ 
instead of randomly selected from many boxes. Having said that, I still thought people might be intereoteu in 
the relative abundance of the varieties I found: There were 492 of what I call AZ-S5D, 256 of AZ-S5 , an 
247 of AZ-S5B. 

ERRORS Nothing earth-shaking here, but among these there were a D and B with improper alloy mix - 
some kind of slag that came off the planchet probably before striking. 

There was a C with strong strike-doubling on the obverse’s circumferential wording and a strong die clash on 
the reverse. And there was a D with an extremely strong die clash on both sides. 


DIE STATES The C’s and D’s were all from obverse dies in fairly good shape - at least early to 

middle die states. But I couldn’t find a single one that didn’t have 
some clash marks - which are especially evident on the reverse as the upper outline of the obverse’s mountains 
intersecting the reverse’s central “1" at various angles. Some of the reverse dies for the D s exhibit a cu 

from the rim to an area between the letters N and T of PAYMENT. 

The B’s, however, seemed all to be struck from the obverse die in a late die state. It had been heavi y 
polished in a circumferential manner, leaving concentric circular ridges in the design from the center to the 
circumferential legend, plus extending even beyond it into the word COMMISSION. And there were die 
breaks causing the tops of the letters A, R, and Z of ARIZONA to merge with the rim. 

(cont'd p.6 ) 
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NEW FINDS, PERSONAL NOTES 
and Other Stuff! 

Merlin K. Malehorn L-279 


Another Ohio Tax Receipts Dispenser 

I had a call a few weeks ago from a gentleman who 
had been a member for several years, and with whom 
I had some correspondence off and on about various 
tax token matters. He had dropped out of ATTS. 

He told me that he had discovered, in someone else’s 
possession, still another dispenser of Ohio tax receipts. 
We’ve had four dispensers previously reported, all in 
the CSS 20 series. 

He reports that the dispenser is wooden. He men¬ 
tioned oak. I just received in the mail some pictures. 
He took them with his digital camera. I’m still 
working in the dark ages - I use a film camera. I 
don’t have the equipment to get the pictures from the 
disc, but my son does. So one piece of business for 
next issue is to get that work done. 

And Yet Another 

Frank Binder has recently been on an extended trip 
with his wife, to Ohio. He came across quite a few of 
the sales tax receipts. Also, he’s run across still 
another Ohio tax receipts dispenser. It looks very 
much like the dispenser in CSS 20-3, except it was 
made by SIGNAL-U Mfg. Co., Canfield, Ohio. 
There appear to be some minor differences here and 
there. He’s sent measurements of it, and some illus¬ 
trations. It’ll be a CSS eventually, as will the one 
discussed above. I’ve not had a chance yet to look 
through all the pictures he sent, not only of the dis¬ 
penser but also of some receipts. 

Printer 

I try to put in an illustration for everything that’s 
reported in a column. Also, there has to be an illus¬ 
tration in CSS. So I have a continuing working rela- 
tionhip with a local printer. I’ve worked with a 
KwikKopy for the last several years. The problem is 
to make a reproducible picture that is the correct size 
for the space I’ve made for it. "Reproducible" is the 
key word. If you take a very close look at your local 


newspaper, using a magnifier, you’ll see some very 
small figures of some kind.. They usually lie in 
columns, at an angle. They make an illlustration more 
reproducible. Otherwise, you get a kind of "blah" 
copy. 

Anyhow, just as I was taking several articles with 
pictures up to the printer, he went out of business - 
declared bankruptcy without any notice. He’s trying 
to sell the franchise. I was just beginning a search to 
find another printer when I had a further problem, dis¬ 
cussed below. 

Personal Note 

As most of you probably already know, I’ve been 
fighting a cancer for almost six years. This cancer 
attacks my immune system, but it’s not a leukemia. 
Anyhow, a germ managed to overcome my immune 
system. Several weeks ago I fell unconscious into the 
bathtub just as I was "fixing" to take a shower. My 
wife called 911 and I got into the hospital quickly. I 
had pneumonia which was bad enough that the doctors 
gave me only a 50-50 chance. I was kept completely 
unconcious (sedated) the first week, and the second 
week was mostly to get control of the pneumonia and 
regain some strength in controlling body functions. 
The third week I was in rehabilitation, to learn to walk 
and various other activities. So I just got home, to a 
bag of mail and bills to pay, although my wife did a 
good job of keeping things current. Nonetheless, my 
absence came at just the wrong time - I was in the 
midst of preparing several short columns for the next 
several issues, which I’ll have to postpone until the 
issue after this one (the articles, not the issues). 


(see p. 8) 
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THE MORE THINGS CHANGE ... 


MLllEK 


Eating out was placed on a par - -ioui 

with luxuries and amusements yes- g cepted tt 

terday, as City Solicitor Joseph C. c tesf '’ wait: 

Sharfsin ruled that all restaurant o.- employee) 
checks of 13 cents and over were terday th 

subject to the 2 per cent, retail sales b) theil ' tlp5, 

tax. m | Many ; 

Sharfsin's opinion ended the eon- p narily lea.’ 
troversy over the taxing of restau- li on ^y 8 
rant meals, caused by an apparent twQ cents 
ambiguity in the sales tax ordi- s revealed, 
nance, t .'TAX Of? 

The ordinance, Sharfsln said, is to I "This is 
be translated to mean that, in addi- c tax on v 
: tion to meals costing more than 12 1 |™up in a 
cents-, cover charges of $1 or over 1 ^ Sa Num eroi 
will also be taxed. Previously, res- j j counters b 
, taurant owners had said the tax ap- 15-cent sa 
plied only to meals costing $1 or j Patro 

. over, as in New York. 

52,000,000 EXPECTED 1 Put that’s 

Tlie City Solicitor’s ruling is ex- j 
1 pectecl to add about $2,000,000 to the i Hmchers c 
sales tax revenue in a year, pro- 1 wich and 
vided eating out doesn't drop off .be- { asking for 
cause of the tax. ] iff tlae 1 

t j 1 llo 6SC8,Pf 

At the same time Receiver of Tax- would pay 
es Prank J,- Willard plugged up an- j gether. Th 
other loophole as he ruled that toe . coffee hot, j 
levy applied to the gross business 
done by stores which dealt mainly — 

in small purchases. . 

There was enough leeway in the ■ 
tax on higher-priced articles to 
more than make up the burden, he A , 
said. “Five-and-ten cent stores, for , p'®'’ 

example,” he said, "also sell' IS-cent 4^ M**®! 

O © pswaj 


and 28-cent articles and. collect one 
cent tax on ea-ch, A one.-cent tax on 
a 25-cent article is four per cent. 
This overcharge is Jn accordance with 
the law, but it will more than make 
up for the tax on gross sales,” 


EXEMPTION LIFTED . t 

Willard also ruled that a tax must p 
be paid on rented articles, which I- 1 
had previously been declared non- ^ 
taxable. The tax applies to rented fl 
automobiles, typewriters, adding pi 
machines and the like, and will be 
called a tax on "license to use.” . a( 
Although restaurant owners ac- 
cepted the tax ruling with no pro- as 


test, waitresses and other restaurant tt 
employees' complained bitterly yes- *j_' 
terday that the tax was cutting into 


j Many patrons who would ordi- u) 
narily leave a dime tip are now leav- 01 
ing only 8 cents, and using the other c! 
two cents for the sales tax, it was tv 
revealed. 

l l 

.’TAX ON WAITRESSES’ 

"This isn’t a tax on meals. It's a 
tax on waitresses,” an indignant I ( 
group in a mid-city chain restaurant J ' 

- said. 

i Numerous restaurants and lunch w 
counters have cut the price of their j_ 
15-cent sandwiches to 12 cents, so w 
that patrons may avoid paying the n 
tax, it was also learned. 

"It means cutting out the lettuce, a 
but that’s what we’re doing," one j, 
lunchroom man said. j 

Soda fountains found many quick- « 
lunchers ordering a 10-cent sand- - 
wich and paying for it, and then 
asking for a cup of coffee and pay¬ 
ing’ the nickel separately, They a 
thus escape the one-cent tax they 
would pay if they-bought both to- J 
gether. This method also keeps the 
coffee hot, it was said. ' 


«i 3 „ a) -a 
o o tn 5 

“ g£ 8 f 

I Isfis 
zllsa' 

4-J CX (tj 

H g S w ° i 

O w 2 .id ; 
a) >, <d 

n ti tv pa 1 


T B "p 4 - J <u 

o«|“ 
w o r c.p 


With three states not pre¬ 
sent, member states of the 
Streamlined Sales Tax Project 
voted 26-0 to send their plan on 
to state legislatures in hopes 
some will pass it into law in the 
2001 legislative session. 

Nine other states participat¬ 
ed as observers in the tele¬ 
phone conference-call vote. 

“Hopefully, this will provide 
what we need to get going,” 
said Charles Collins, a North 
Carolina tax administrator who 
co-chairs the group. 

The plan calls for states to 
simplify their tax codes to make 
it easier to collect revenues 
from Internet and catalog sales, 
which are estimated at $600 bil¬ 
lion and expected to grow expo¬ 
nentially in the next few years. 

States are prohibited from 
collecting taxes from business¬ 
es outside their jurisdiction by a 
1992 Supreme Court ruling and 
by Congress' three-year mora¬ 
torium on new Internet taxes, 
which is set to expire in Octo¬ 
ber 2001. 

Many state and local authori¬ 
ties say this prohibition pinches 
public revenues and unfairly 
discriminates against traditional 
retailers subject to sales tax. 

Businesses point to the 
maze of state and local regula¬ 
tions governing sales taxes as a 
reason why such taxes are im¬ 
practical, 

The plan calls for third-party 
companies to determine and ad¬ 
minister the sales tax on each, 
transaction in a manner similar 
to credit-card companies. 

Although the plan allows 
states some flexibility to deter¬ 
mine what items should be 
taxed, it must be passed in es¬ 
sentially the same form among 
a number of states in order to 
be effective. 


CONDITION In terms of condition, there was bad spotting or corrosion on 99 of the tokens. L 
might seem that that is neither here nor there, as we have no 
idea how these tokens were stored, whether there were contaminants or finger oils or humidity introduced 
during storage, etc.. But for the most part, the badly corroded or spotted tokens were found between , 
unspotted examples; and neither the box nor the rolls were spotted or stained. And none of the tokens s spots 
or stains resembled a fingerprint. So-1 would suggest that the spotting and corrosion were from the dust and 
other contaminants present during the minting process and/or from the packaging process. And that may 
mean that this frequency (10%) of spots and stains is typical of these boxes. 
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WHAT IS IT? 

Russ Ward wrote: “I ran across the enclosed sales tax stamp on eBay, bought it, 
and now am writing to see if you know anything about it. I have seen regu at beer tax 
stamps before, of course, but I have not seen one for sales tax. Am i the only on Russ 
describes the stamp as black on white except that the color band un er ee ^ 

Sales Tax” is dark blue. (Your editor notes that on the copy no apostrophe 

that may be a defect in the copy, which Russ describes as not great. Your editor note 

with some interest that there in no entry for Arkansas in M&D.) Russ says any 

information about the stamp would be appreciated, so please send anything you 

the editor and it will appear in a future Newsletter, (see photo p. ) 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

FOR SALE: Ohio sales tax stamps complete with vendor’s stub attached: 

S-235 lc $1.50 S-250 6c $1.50 S-251 9c $1.50 

possibly S-215 or S-24Q 12c has B letter $1.50 S-253 15c 1.50 

S-254 30c 1.50 S-255 60c 3.00 S-244 $1.50 5.00 

S-261 3c staple holes (1/2 size) $0.50 

Note - all the above in CU or mint condition. See M&D for descriptions. 
Dave Piatt, Rt.52, Stout, OH45684 


WANTED: Your classified ad. Each 
member is entitled to a free ad in each 
issue. Your ad can be run in more than 
one issue if you let the editor know 
that and he is not overwhelmed with 
ads (so far not a problem). 

Please advise if you can help me collect 
any of the following: Transit, car wash, 
parking, trolley, train, ferry, bridge, 
tunnel, state sales tax, bi-metallic lumber, 
lumber, bi-metallic coal, coal, Alaskan, 
pizza, Mardi Gras, and good-for tokens. 
Also Jim notes, W.W.II Philippine 
guerrilla money, children’s play money, 
Russian Tsar banknotes, German 8c 
Austrian notegeld, casino $ 1 chips, 
wooden nickels, bi-metallic coins of 
the world, German inflationary money, 
Chinese gold units (Shanghai of 1930), 
British Armed Forces Special Voucher 2nd 
& 3rd series, sun slammers, Hutt River 
Province coins, & elongated & encased 
coins, medals of famous people, places, 

& turnpikes too! John T. Beckman, III; 
Hammond House, Apt. #121, 128 Walnut 
Lane, North Augusta, SC 29860-9206. 


STILL AVAILABLE: United States Sales 
Tax Tokens and Stamps: A History and 
Catalog , M.K. Malehorn and T. Davenport, 
$39.95 + $3.50 Postage & handling, from 
Turtle Hill Book Co., PO Box 265, 
Bryantown, MD 20617. Non ATTS 
members, $49.95 + p&h. 

New collector and ATTS member would like 
to know what is available for purchase. 
Please send your pricelists in e-mail text to 
Janting@vm.temple.edu, or 
Janting@hotmail.com or send hard copy 
pricelists to Jan Ting, PO Box 7213, 
Talleyville, DE 19803-0213. Thank you. 

BU Rolls of either AZ-S5B, AZ-S5C, and 
new discovery “AZ-S5D” available at $10 
each or 3 for $27 (specify which die variety/ 
varieties you prefer), postpaid. Singles avail¬ 
able at 3/$ l. Original paper rolls (AZ-04A) 
available free on request with any roll 
order. Discovery Box available to first re¬ 
quester making a roll order. E-mail: 
mike.strub@eds.com; snail mail: Mike Strub, 
750 Tower Drive M/S 2234, P.O. Box 7019, 
Troy, MI 48007-7019. 


PRICES REALIZED 

State Revenue Society auction #19 (closing about April 6, 2001): 

Lot 165 OH 1953-59 sales tax (50) unsorted pile of mostly Merrick years, some 
duplication, a consumer’s half is pictured $2.50 tie bid on an estimate of $2.50 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
FEBRUARY 28, 2001 - MAY 31, 2001 

Income (4/1-4/30) 


Balance 3/1/01 

$ 557.25 

Dues & Donations 

80.00 

Expenses (3/1-3/31) 


Balance 4/30/01 

$ 544.43 

Postage, supplies 

2.54 



Income (3/1-3/31) 




Dues 

95.00 

Expenses (5/1-5/31) 




Postage & copying 

2.68 

Balance 3/31/01 

$649.71 

Income (5/1-5/31) 




Dues & Donations 

144.00 

Expenses (4/1-4/30) 




Postage 

6.50 

Balance 5/31/01 

$ 685.75 

Newsletter 

178.78 




The balance for May covers the cost of the last newsletter. As usual, this report does not include 
the cost of this newsletter because that cost can’t be known until after this statement is made. 

Our finances are in good shape to cover expenses for the rest of the year. We have a little more 
than needed because a few members renewed for 3 or 5 years. This will be needed in future years 
though. A big thank you to all the members who have made a donation. 

DONATIONS: Donations this year are $83. Thanks to Leo Bledsoe, Terry Capps, and Brian 
Smith for their donations. All the donations are appreciated very much and help keep us from 
needing to raise the dues. Life members, it is okay if you want to make a donation. © 


ORGANIZATIONAL REPORT 

May 31, 2001 


February 28, 2001 

NEW MEMBERS: John T. Beckman III, 

Harold A. Frey, Jr., John W. Hombaker 

DROPS: Wilbur Armstrong, David 
Bennison, Ken Branscomb, Bruce Bryant, 
Kenneth Hallenbeck, Jeffrey Lipsky, 


Jeffrey Meyer, Carmen Recce, Lloyd Riggle, 
Lewis Roberts, Larry Warner 

REINSTATEMENTS: None 

MEMBERSHIP (May 31) 110 


ATTS NEWSLETTER 

Official Quarterly Publication of 
The American Tax Token Society 
Marc J. Duvall, Editor ; 1621 Bigelow Ave N 
Seattle, WA 98109 

Membership is $8 per calendar year ($9 for addresses in Canada) or $160 ($180 in Canada) ror 
Life Membership. Send dues to the treasurer: Carl Cochrane ATTS; 12 Pheasant Dr.; Asheville, 
NC 28803. __ 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


This is a double issue- representing-the-last two- “quarterly” issues of 2001. I got so 
far behind on the third quarter issue (#114) that I decided to make a virtue of necessity 
and- combine it with #TI5. Maybe I will be able to- get back on schedule, but I’ve said that 
before. Just remember, if I was any good at being an editor I would do it professionally 
and get paid for it. Thanks again for all your patience. 

Sometimes the delay follows as, while waiting for one story to develop, another 
begins and before I know it I am very late in getting the- Newsletter out once again. This 
time it began when a young friend of mine inherited a “few million” stamps from his 
grandfather, who had been a stamp dealer . He thought he miglyt have some of the Ohio 
sales tax stamps, but it has taken him longer than he thought to get back to me as he has 
had to move and has been unable to go through- all the boxes- of stamps as quickly as he 
expected to. While waiting for his report, I had the opportunity to acquire a collection of 
sales tax and other tokens. I did so, and spent sometime going through them and 
attributing them. I found some interesting information, which appears elsewhere in this 
Newsletter. While going through this collection, I remembered putting some tax tokens in ' 
a metal slide (photographic) box to see what effect the box would have on them. I got the 
idea from a story that appeared in the Newsletter about a decide ago in which a member 
had several thousand Missouri plastic sales tax tokens and was putting them in various 
materials to see what would happen. If you are still- out there, feel free to send in the 
results of your experiments. The result of mine appear elsewhere herein. Jerry Schimmel 
also retired, so I wrote to him and said now that he had “free time” he should write 
something for the Newsletter. In reply he sent a large box of material and a note that said 
essentially do it yourself (that will teach me): Oh well, you ean’t blame a guy for trying. 
Anyway, thanks Jerry. I spent some time going through that box. The first article from 
that source appears herein. 

James Bird sent an e-mail of an Ohio dispenser. Your editor is one of the “lucky” 
5% who are still without service due to the @home bankruptcy. Any attempt to e-mail 
the editor now will probably fail. I told you technology did not like me. Since writing this 
I have canceled @home, and it appears to have rendered my CPU incapable of 
communicating with my printer, which fact I discovered when I tried to print the 
Newsletter. If you read this I will have figured out a way to solve that problem. %*& 
technology 1 




Merlin reports that his doctor informed him that if it wasn’t for the cancer he 
would he a very healthy 75 year old. He is working" on some nyw finds and hopes to have 
some more articles next year. 

George Magee sent some correspondence he had back in 1938 offering his services 
in the sales tax token field in Philadelphia. John Ostendorf sent an article on Texas 
mavericks, and" asks for any additional information or suggestions anyone can provide. 

That request also goes for everything the editor writes. The more information we share 
the more we can get out of the hobby: The editor is always looking for more copy to put 
in the Newsletter so feel free to write. This is especially true for any of you who actually 
used tax tokens, you can give background to the hobby.' Asihne passes we lose links to 
the past and that makes it harder to get new information regarding sales tax tokens. As 
you can see from the editor’s own efforts no great skill is required to write an article. A 
few of you have promised me articles but have not yet sent them. Please do so, especially 
those of you who think I have-printed an error. What I print is largely a function of what I 
have been sent. If you do not send it to me I cannot print it. If you want to improve the 
quality of the Newsletter send me an article. It may trigger a response from some other 
member so that we can all get feedback and get as much out of our hobby as we can. Any 
prospective contributor can have asmuefr or as little credit ashe or she desires. You can 
even blame spelling and grammar errors on your editor (what a deal!). Thanks to all of 
you who have sent’ me articles and information; Some of you haye sent articles from other 
publications, if you do, please include the name an address of the publisher/editor so that I 
may contact them for permission to reprint the article. Thanks. I am working on some 
articles from information some of you have sent, and I have a few of Merlin’s articles left. 
But, as you can see-from the contents of th& Newsletter, thereare still new discoveries to 
be made and converts to be gained. 

Hope you all have (had) happy holidays and that next year is better for everyone, 
except certain middle easterners and their supporters, may they get what they deserve in 
spades! 


WHAT WAS IT? 

IntheTast issue (#713), Russ-Ward wrote that he ran-across a “Beer Consumer’s 
Sales Tax” stamp. Mike Florer wrote: “I am a collector of state revenue stamps and 
actually have this same stamp in my collection, ft is listed- in U.S.A. State Revenue 
Stamps: 1950-91 Stamp Issues by the late Elbert S. A. Hubbard. It is catalog number B42 
(hr the Arkansas section)-. Don’t let the wording fool you; it 5 s a beer tax stamp like any 
other. According to the Hubbard catalog, the beer stamps from Arkansas were worded as 
follows: 

1932-41 ‘Beverage Tax’ 

1941-49 ‘Beer Consumers Sales Tax’ 

19(49-53 ‘Beer Excise Tax’ 

I hope that answers your question.” 
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VICE-PRESIDENTS 
WILLIAM D. DISSTON 


WILLIAM F. JAMES 
PRESIDENT 


GEORGE W. ELLIOTT 
GENERAL SECRETARY 


FRANK M. HARDT 
C, WILLIAM JOHNSON 
F. RAYMOND JOHNSON 
ROWE STEWART 


Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce 

\ 

Twelfth and Walnut Streets 


J. WILLIAM HARDT 
TREASURER 

FRANKLIN SPENCER EDMONDS 
GENERAL COUNSEL 
SOLOMON M. SWAAB 
CONSULTING ENGINEER 
W. LAURENCE LePAGE 
ENGINEERING ADVISER IN AVIATION 


Philadelphia 


March. 9th s 1938. 


Mr. George Magee, Jr. 

•The Magee Press 
2123 N. 63rd Street 
Philadelphia, Pa, 

Dear Mr. Mageei 

Mr. Johnson has referred your letter and en¬ 
closures to the writer for attention. 


He wishes to thank you for having brought it 
to his attention. . This is a matter that should he taken up 
with Mr, Prank Willard, Receiver of Taxes. 


mail. 


We return enclosures as requested by registered 


Very truly yours, 



JiB Domestic Commerce Bureau 

enc 




Yours truly, 

F. W. WOOLWORTH CO 

BY: 

PBH/EB 



CC: H. E. Wilson 




Hermann Ivester provided this copy of a notice about the state sales tax that had to be posted in 
the places of businesses. Its purpose is self-evident. 
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FRENCH LUXURY TAX EXEMPTION TICKETS 

MICHAEL FLORER (R-409) 

(with New Finds Editor Merlin K. Malehorn H-10) 

Catalog Supplement Sheet (CSS) 38, published with tions that follow are of the front cover, inside and 
Newsletter 101, April-June 1998, provided illustrations outside. It is also illustrated below, 
of two sheets of six French luxury tax tickets. The 

illustrations were of 1 franc and 2 franc tickets. The The first page inside the booklet provides more 

CSS also provided descriptions but not pictures of the insctructions in English. It is printed in red ink on 

top cover (inside and outside) of the booklet in which green paper; the reverse of it is blank. After that are 

sheets of these tickets were issued. the tickets. There are nine pages of 2-Franc tickets, 

rn, ^ , , six to the page. A page is illustrated below. Then 

The tickets were provided to members of the American there are sixteen pages of 1-Franc tickets, also six to 
Expeditionary Force in France during World War I. the page, illustrated on the next page. All these tickets 

The tickets ^exempted personnel from the "French are printed in black ink on off-white paper. The last 

uxury Tax up to a set limit for a stated period of page of tickets, illustrated on the next page, is four 1- 
time ‘ Franc tickets, in black ink on buff or manila paper. 

,The " 1" on this page is bolder than on the other pages, 
Mike Florer recently came into possession of a com- and it is serif. 

plete booklet of these tickets. This article illustrates 

tire entire booklet. The illustrations are reduced to The back cover, illustrated on the next page, has 

5U% to save space. Both covers are printed in black nothing on the inside and instructions in French on the 

ink on flesh-colored card stock. The first two illustra- outside. 
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U coupon doit Stre dati et I 

signe en presence du vendeur. 

EXEMPTION ’ j * 

Signature ... Franc 

Ay no .Dai;:::::::;;;*. De Taxe 


Le coupon doit Sire datS et 
signe en presence du vendeur, 
EXEMPTION 

Signature . 

Ay No.. Date. \ 


1 

Franc 
De Taxe 


. Le coupon doit srre dnW et I 
signO en presence du vendeur. I - 

EXEMPTION ' 1 

Signature . Franc 

Ay no .Daio.. DeTax,! 


Le coupon dolt Stre daw etl 
signe en presence du vendeur. j 
- ' exemption ‘ j 

Signature .. 

Ay No..Date.......' 


Le coupon doit fiire daW et 
signs en presence Ju vendeur. 
EXEMPTION 

Signature . 

Ay No. Date....j 


Le coupon doit Stre dntS et 
signs en presence du vendeur. 
EXEMPTION 

Signature . 

A.V No. Date.! 


Franc 
De Taxe 


1 

Franc 
De Taxe 


Franc 
De Taxe 


f 

j Le coupon dolt Stre dni«S et 

j signs en prS^ence du vendeur. 

EXEMPTION 

1 

Franc 

De Taxe 

Ay No,.Date. 

Le coupon doit Sire dots et 
signs hi; presence du vendeur. 
EXEMPTION 

Signature . 

■ Ay No.. Date. j 

1 

1 

Frann ] 

De Taxe 

Le coupon <ion Sire da IS et 
signs en prSsem-e du vendeur. 

EXEMPTION 

1 

Franc 

De Taxe 

Ay No .Date. 

Lo coupon doit Stre dais et 
signs r«i presence du vendeur, 
EXEMPTION 

Signature . 

Ay No.Date. 

1 

Franc 

De Taxe 
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NOTES ON A COLLECTION 


By Marc J. Duvall 

As I mentioned, I acquired a collection that had about 100 sales tax tokens in it, as 
well as other things. I added a few minor sub-varieties to my collection and made some 
notes about what I found in looking through the collection. As usual with STTs more 
effort was expended than the value of the pieces warrants, but then we do this for fun, not 
profit, don’t we? 

Die alignments for the various tokens were all over the map, and as I try not to 
acquire too many common tokens my sample is probably too small to make any definite 
statements regarding die alignments. I did notice, however, that Mississippi and Utah 
seemed to have consistent alignments. Specifically, some two dozen pieces of 14 varieties 
of MS-SI-10 all align t?. About a dozen Utah plastics all align f |, while some 15 
UT-S1-3 all align i f . Both WA-P3s I have show the same alignment f I would not be 
surprised if there are different die alignments on any of these pieces, so if you have one 
feei free to inform me, as I have climbed out on the limb, you can saw it off. Incidentally, 
both P3s are die B for WA-S1. It appears that die G may be Puget Sound Stamp Works 
die, as I have yet to find one in several dozen examples of S1. However, with an 
estimated production of 100,000 it is still not going to be rare. 

I discovered that some Washington local cardboards come in widely different 
sizes. This appears to be a function of how they were cut apart after printing and probably 
is not enough to constitute new varieties, but I pass the information along for the good of 
the group. L3-6 (Cathiamet) are said to be 22mm high, both examples of 3 & 5 I have 
are, but L6s are 22.5 & 23mm, while L4s are 20 & 23mm. As we are often trying to 
distinguish by lOths of mm, I submit a 3mm difference is noticeable. L7 (Centralia) is 
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supposed to be 50 x 25mm, I have one 49 x 24mm, and another 27mm high. L21 
(Longview) is supposed to be 51 x 26mm, mine are 49 x 26mm and 51 x 25mm. L46 
(Spokane) is supposed to be 28mm high, mine are 27 & 29mm. 

The most significant find I made was an 

EASIER WAY TO ATTRIBUTE WA-S5. 


Catalog Supplement Sheet 39 lists six dies (A-F) for WA - S5, based on 
differences in the letter “K” in “Token,” measured in tenths of mms. That is an expanded 
version of the varieties listed in Chits, Chislers, and Funny Money by Michael G. 
Pfefferkom and Jerry F. Schimmel (1977) at pp. 176-7, which is a variant of Emil di 
Bella’s listing, given.in Appendix.X,.p,219 in Chits. I discovered.the easier way quite by 
accident. For the heck of it I decided to see what die the patterns P9 and JO were (now 
you know why I bought the collection). Much to my surprise I discovered that the dies 
for the two patterns were different. Then I noticed that the upper right arm of the “X” in 
“TAX” intersected the word “COMMISSION” in different places. I then checked my 
three S4s and discovered the same thing was true of them. The five pieces were struck by 
four different dies, which I attribute as Merlin’s A, B, D, and E. P9 is A, PI 0 and one of 
the S4s is B. Interestingly each die has a different alignment, Aft, Bj% Dfe-, E'f f. The 
sample is too small to say that is significant, but both Bs align the same way, and I 
attributed them at different times and independently of each other, so I haye some 
confidence that these dies match Merlin’s. Believe me, it is much easier to attribute the 
dies using this feature than measuring tenths of mms (ANYTHING is easier than 
measuring tenths of mms). I think people were just looking too hard for a difference that 
they lost sight of the forest for the trees, reminds me of when I took the ANA course on 
ancient coins and had trouble finding the reason an ancient Greek coins was fake, until 
some one pointed out the letters along the edge that stood for British Museum copy. 
Sometimes we just overlook the obvious. So get out your S4s and see if you can reach 
the same results. If you find that I am all wet please let me know that too. Forgive my 
poor art work. 


A 
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The fact that P9 and 10 were struck from different dies is interesting. There is no 
logical reason that a company would have made two dies for a test to get the order, and 
there is no significant change in the design to justify a second die. It may be that P10 was 
the light or brilliant green piece supposed to be struck, but even though I am sure it is not 
unique, it is still quite rare, and obviously different from the average S4, as is the red of 
P9. Merlin wrote an article that appeared in Newsletter #56, pp. 13-5 (Jan-Mar 1987) on 
the S4 dies. He reported inspecting 195 tokens, and found die B the second rarest (8 
examples), die A had 48. It is possible that die B broke early, but that still does not 
explain why two dies were used to strike patterns. Any thoughts? 



Trying to Solve the Mystery Behind the Texas Mavericks 
by John Ostendorf R-518 


Mystery surrounds the three maverick “tokens” attributed to Texas. The three 
“tokens” were obviously campaign pieces issued by Bill Brigham, Dean Johnston, and 
Charlotte Keatts, candidates for the Texas Legislature who were opposed to the sales tax. 
It has been speculated that these pieces were issued in the early 60’s by candidates from 
the San Antonio area. 1 2 3 

Over the past few months I have conducted research at the San Antonio, Houston 
and Dallas Public Libraries and have been able to identify one of the mavericks, but still 
have questions concerning the other two. 

The Dean Johnston piede is from the Houston area.' Dean Johnston was elected in 
November of 1958 and served in the 56 th Legislature from 1959 through I960. 2 3 He 
served in place 1 (also called position 1) of District 22 (Houston). He was defeated in the 
democratic primary in 1960 by Paul Floyd. 4 Johnston did not run in 1956 or ever again 
after his defeat in 1960. Neither Bill Brigham nor Charlotte Keatts ever served in the 
Legislature. 5 Evidence presented later in this article suggests that the tokens were issued 
for the 1960 campaign. 

Finding this, I assumed it would be quite easy to find Bill Brigham and Charlotte 
Keatts, after all, these pieces were obviously struck at the same time by the same 
manufacturer. The pieces are all 26mm and of the same basic design. The Keatts piece 
even refers to Place 4. Certainly, the other two candidates were from the Houston area, 
right? 

Well, I searched the Houston papers for the primaries and elections of 1956, 1958, 
1960, 1962 and 1964 and neither Brigham nor Keatts is ever listed as a candidate 
anywhere on the Houston ballots. I also searched city directories for Houston to no avail. 

Having struck out here, I speculated that Brigham and Keatts might have been 
from San Antonio. At the time, there were only five legislative districts in Texas that had 
four or more representatives. They were Houston, San Antonio, El Paso, Dallas and Fort 
Worth. Proximity suggests that Brigham and Keatts should have been from Houston or 
San Antonio and that all three used the same manufacturer for these campaign pieces. 

Well, I am sad to report that an exhaustive research of San Antonio papers yielded 
nothing. Neither Brigham nor Keatts are mentioned in any of the election or primary 
results. In fact, neither person is listed in the San Antonio city directories for the years 
1956-1962. 

Now I am at a loss. It seems highly unlikely that the remaining mavericks would 
be from a location as distant as El Paso, Dallas, or Fort Worth (250 to 750 miles away). I 


1 Merlin Malehorn, “Texas: Anti-Tax Politics,” ATTSNewsletter 67, page 15. 

2 Houston Post, November 4, 1958. 

3 Members of the Texas Legislature, .1846-1980, published by the State of Texas. 

4 Houston Post, May 7, 1960. 

5 Members of the Texas Legislature, 1846-1980, published by the State of Texas. 
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checked city directories of the late 50s and early 60s for each of these cities anyway and 
again yielded nothing. 

As for the Johnston “maverick”, I suspect that it was issued in late 1959 or early 
1960 (prior to the May primary) as part of his unsuccessful re-election bid. The sales tax 
was a hot topic that year as the State of Texas was facing a serious budget shortfall and 
was looking for a new source of revenue. The powerful Texas Manufacturers 
Association was a proponent of the sales tax in 1960. 

One week prior to the Democratic primary, a frustrated Dean Johnston is quoted 
as saying, “[m]y opponent cries in fear that the Legislature will try again to limit Harris 
County’s legislative representatives, as it did last year. He has reason to fear. His own 
political backers were the people who tried to rob us of our Democratic representation 
last year.” Johnston went on to say that his opponent was backed by a powerful Dallas- 
dominated group and the Texas Manufacturers Association (which backed the sales tax). 6 
Included in this article is one of Dean Johnston’s political ads. This ran the day of the 
primary in 1960 and is headed by a mention of the sales tax. 7 

I will continue to research the other two pieces and welcome any input from 
members. 


6 Houston Post, May 1, 1960. 

7 Houston Post, May 7, 1960. 


OHIO: PHIL’S MARKET 
A Sixth Loose End 

Merlin K. Malehorn L-279 


On page 216 of United States Sales Tax Tokens 
and Stamps (the M&D catalog), there is a picture of a 
$2.00 punchcard from Phil’s Market, Cincinnati. 
Underneath is a brief comment that there was no Ven¬ 
dor’s Stub on this particular punchcard, and that there 
was a $1.00 punchcard of the "standard" type (see the 
L19 illustration on page 214). 

Where is the $2.00 punchcard? Can it be 
examined on the left edge to verify that there seems to 
have been no Stub on the left - the edge should be 
sharp, without any "roughness" resembling torn paper 
or cardboard. 

Was there really a $1.00 card? Has anyone 
ever seen it, or a picture of it, at least the front face? 


lO 


JO 


YOU FAY J2.KJ PLUS TAX FOR THIS CARD 
it RAYS YOUR SALES TAX TO THE AMOUNT OF 0.00 


WE OELiVgR 

FINEST 


AVo. 733M47. 



HENRY LEVY 
FHIL KLE8ANOW 


Meats 



\Jlrocertes 

PHIL'S MARKET 

FRUITS ( VEGETABLES—HEATS 4 GROCERIES 


3349 Burnet ave. 


Cincinnati, O. 
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1TH PPOBAJIO.NE?. , p asf)ricna : he wi! ; an legislative representative,.** it,3'X'W -V - V ./- 

JTT Got to Show Them.. tll a m to ffee Riven tor him In did last year." Johnston said. , comcr| ions to ctnli e , . - • 

POTh^uKv.- to,n 'Aliy M. A. Smith In the Pasii- "He has reason lo fear. Ills- co .?^'°Lv mill art,mi a row-'' 1 T1 STIPE. W)R~4bl7—~ 

- -idem, Club. At Bajl.mn.he «... own pobMc,'.were n,e , US ■■■ * U ?-*- . 
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Oil buried Heed & Strickland Building. Democratic representation last ^ Texas Democratic •_ T ■-/ 1 i 1 j? 

. i DurinR the remaining days be- year.". p„ r ,.. «... I OfVfJ I TOl’ 

7 He’s •Hive :toie ,h0 ^ ,urda - v ( ' lcf ! i " n - h '' f i(i ~ wKTeSt $*»e said the scheme mill al-,_. • _' 

. 1 . twill go to Austin on supreme «as backed by apowerful Dal-rr—. fMATeilVlItbrs to vote Tor' -.- - - 
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;n Lajoie showed up 'nesday. in San Amomo Thuis- non. muse it was'in the Democratic-_ Xo ^ 

-just m time to stop (jay. in Waco Friday and in ' " _ . "plalform ” — 

vn funeral. -, Hiilslmro — in vote in his liume Brooks . ■' - llv MARSHALL VERMAl'n ruined '".'a 

38-year-nld t a rpi e r Ipreei'nrt -- Saturday. ... _«»_, _i_:_ire—Atnerl- through a I 

is wife were reported , -rorN IX TENNESSEE. Cal- Chet Brooks^—candidate for Gouttl Bf'CC.l . . _ _.w confer- with 
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—tiring -Chief-Justice J.. E,_Hick- 
~trtianT r™ - 

Although he had several po¬ 
litical appearances ' in Houston 
‘and Harris County "scheduled 
' ;Saturday' through Monday, his 
• principal spe ech \vas non-p°liti- 

J_£hat was an address deliv¬ 

ered Saturday night before the 
“University-- of Houston - Student 
Bar Association in the Houston 
Club. 

His Monday engagements \v;ll 
be in Pasadena and Baytown 


ROBERT W. CALVERT* 
- C»mj>al£n* In- Houston^ 


Mrs"' Rr't >7~Randolphr DeTrtcR - 
cratic national - committeewom-| 
an. Saturday, said she believes; 
"real Democrats are becoming!' 
aware of..lhe_conseryatiyerTMA_j. 
strategy to saddle ..the^ people j 

-with-a sales tax.™- _ . — - -h 

.Speaking at a rally of tHej 

North Shore- Democral&^aU 1500. 
Fcdcra.|„Rpa d, Mrs, .Ra ndolp h, 
said “The conservatives- plan-to- 
win enough 'srfcinct~ebmmi 11 ee 
men r a ces to'c ontrol-lITe Dem- - 
oFrnilc party in each count')' 
:, : and then win enough precinct 
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wst Buried 


: -And He’s Alive 

•i: 

CAP-;• 6 HAT—Quebec— V — 
j • Emilien Lajoie showed up 
k alive—just in time’to stop 

' : his own funeral. ( 

The ?iS-year*nld f a r pi e r 
and his wife were reported 


P()R ALL 


Legal Aid for i 
Is ClinicV. Coe 


that swept their home. 
n Lajoie strolled out of the. 
.T irooifljff. If is—funeral-yw-a jr 
" srheduled for ,S a l uT d a y 
y’~ r 'rriorning/ “• ' 

‘ t ; . Two of the I.ajnio's four 
c , children died from injuries 
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ILLINOIS PATTERN 

John Ostendorf (R-518) 

(with New Finds Editor Merlin K. Malehorn H-10) 


John recently came into possession of a unique Illinois 
pattern. It is brass, 16 x 16 mm., which is the same 
size as the square Illinois aluminum issue S4 (see 
M&D pages 91-92). The planchet is slightly th inn er, 
however. 

The state issue has a denomination of VA mills. This 
appears in the center of both sides of the state token as 
1 l A, without the word "mills." On John’s brass token, 
there is no VA. Instead the word "ONE" appears in 
the center of both faces. The inscriptions on both 
faces of the pattern are the same as on the state token. 



As John suggests, this pattern was probably designed 
in 1935 when Illinois officials were trying to appease 
federal officials by changing from a small round token 
to a square token on which there was not a denomina¬ 
tion. Instead, the ONE was intended to mean 1 token 
rather than specifying a particular value. This practice 
was followed in Washington. See S6 to Sll M&D 
pages 333-334. 

Here are pictures of Illinois S4 on the left, followed 
on the right by pictures of the pattern, enlarged by 
approximately 3X. 



PRICES REALIZED 


State Revenue Society auction #21 (closing about September 28, 2001): 


Lot 


Est. 

149 

OH 1936 sales tax C18 let pair with stubs, imperf 
vertically, no serial #, extra red ink, maybe printers 
waste, mint never hinged, VF, Iite toning 

2.50 

151 

OH 1939 sales tax C30 2ct pair with stubs, imperf 
vertically, no serial #, mint never hinged, VF 

2.50 

157 

OH 1941 .sales tax C37 pair with stubs, imperf 
vertically, no serial #, mint never hinged, VF 

2.50 

158 

OH 1941 sales tax C3 8a 3 Oct pair with stubs, imperf 
vertically, red serial #s, mint never hinged, VF 

7.50 

159 

OH 1941 sales tax C42a $15 pair with stubs, imperf 
vertically, red serial #s, mint never hinged, VF 

20 
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WHAT I FOUND IN THE SLIDE BOX 

By Marc J. Duvall 

About a decade ago I read in the Newsletter an article about a member who had 
some 3-4,000 plastic Missouri tar tokens. He was going to put them in plastic bags, tin 
foil, etc.; bury some, put others in his attic, leave some in his house, etc., just to see what, 
if any changes in the plastic or its colors would result from those different environments. 
That inspired me to take some duplicate tokens I had and place them in a galvanized steel 
borthat my father had used for his slides before he got a carousel projector. The box is 
similar in material to personal file boxes and cash boxes. I had received the box back in 
the ‘ 60s when I first started collecting coins. At the time the guide books listed values for 
rolls of cents at more than face value so I decided to save them. There were little 
compartments in the box that would serve nicely to hold the cepts until I had accumulated 
50 for a roll. A couple of days after I put them in I opened the box to put in some more 
and discovered, to my horror, that they were no longer bright apd shinny, but had turned a 
dull brown. I thus learned the hard way that the box was not a good place to store 
copper. So f figured I would try to see what would happen with other material. The 
tokens I used were: 

CO-SI MO - S7 (4) UT-S3 

CO - S2D MO - S8 (2) WA - SI (2) 

KS - S3 (2> OK - S I WA - S5 (3) 

WA - S12 (3) 

The Missouri tokens are zinc, WA - S5s are fiber, the others all aluminum. I placed the 
tokens in the box in various combinations. Some rested directly on the box, others on 
some stamps that had been tom from envelopes that I had been given by my Grandmother 
years before. Some were by themselves, others were with other tokens. I put the box in a 
safe place. So safe, I had not seen it in years. I thought of it only when I was examining 
the recently acquired collection. I opened the box. There is no evidence that the box had 
any effect on any token during the years they were in it. If I made notes, they are in an 
even safer place, as I have yet to find them. (Don’t you just love my rigorous scientific 
method!?) The member who was conducting experiments with the Missouri plastics 
should feel free to send his results for publication, as should anyone else. Obviously, even 
a result of no effect is useful in eliminating a possible source of post-production variation 
in tokens. 


160 OH 1941 sales tax(3) C34 6ct, C35 9ct, C36 12ct, 10 

all pairs with stubs, imperf 

vertically, with serial #s, mint never hinged, VF 

161 OH 1945 sales tax C44 let pair with stubs, imperf 2.50 

vertically, no serial #, mint never hinged, VF 


* willing to go higher 


ARIZONA DISCOVERIES, PART II 


In Newsletter #113 Mike Strub made reference to a new box. He sent me a 
photocopy of it which is included with this article. It is dark, so I hope it comes out all 
right. 

I also ordered the three AZ-S5 sub-varieties he had for sale. It seems clear to me 
that his “D” does not match any of the others that are cataloged. However, when I went 
to put them with the rest of my collection I noticed that they were not the same color as 
my AZ-S5B. That is clearly brass. Mike’s three are more copper colored. I took them to 
a Seattle Coin Club meeting and all but one member said they were brass, until I showed 
them mine. The other member said it seemed more copper than brass to him even before 
he saw mine. As M&D indicate that the copper has some alloy, it might be that SI and S5 
are the same token, but with different alloy mix. It could also be that Mike discovered 
two new sub-varieties: SIC and SID. As far as value there is probably no difference, but 
it does make for an interesting curiosity. Mike, Merlin, and anyone else wishing to 
comment, please do so, and I will publish the comments in a future issue of the Newsletter. 














A PINBACK MAVERICK 

Michael Florer (R-409) 

(with New Finds Editor Merlin K. Malehorn H-10) 


This pinback was sold on eBay some time ago for 
about $25. The printing is black on white. The width 
is about 32 mm. There is no information about which 
state was involved. It would seem that there was some 
sort of campaign by an anti-sales tax group, possibly 
in connection with an upcoming election in which the 
existence of a sales tax might be open to review by the 
voters. 



OHIO DISPENSER 



iWfiE. 


Mark this is a photo of McCrosky Alliance Ohio. Two rolls are displayed by wood 
blocks or spent Vendors stubs, i left out the $15.00 ones had them home when at work 
had some one to photo and e-bay to me. the photo is in the Attachment, hope it comes 
out Ok. James Bird R-539 
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ANOTHER DISPENSER 

Michael Florer (R-409) 

(with New Finds Editor Merlin K. Malehorn H-10) 


Mike found still another dispenser at auction on eBay 
in the fall 2000. The winning hid for the dispenser 
was about $125. 

The "stand" or dispenser was advertised as "WWII 
RED MEAT & TAX TOKENS IN STAND". Here is 
a picture, at 200%. The dispenser looks very much 
like the Oklahoma dispenser described in the catalog 
on page 276, and pictured in Catalog Supplement 
Sheet 23, which was published with Newsletter 94, 
July-September 1996. However, the Oklahoma 
dispenser has three vertical channels, each for a 23 
mm. tax token. The dispenser in the picture appears 
to have six channels; as appearing on eBay, there were 
some Utah 23 mm. metal tax tokens in one of the 
channels, and quite a few 16 mm. OPA red ration 
tokens in two channels. Judging from the picture, 
there may have been one more 16 mm. channel and 
two more 23 mm. channels, making a total of six 
channels. The dispenser does not appear to have the 
lever and shoe at the bottom of each channel, as was 
the case with the Oklahoma dispenser. 

The dimensions of this dispenser were not given. The 
dispenser is labeled Osborne Token Change Maker, 
Manufactured by The Lantz-Phelps Corp., Cincinnati 
14, Ohio. 

Osborne made the OPA red and blue ration tokens as 
well as sales tax tokens for several states, so theoreti¬ 
cally the dispenser could have been used for both types 
of tokens. However, the presence of both ration tokens 
and sales tax tokens in this dispenser is misleading. 
Keep in mind that sales tax tokens were in use starting 
in the mid-30s, but the OPA tokens were not intro¬ 
duced until 1944. Further, by 1944 some states had 
discontinued the use of sales tax tokens and others had 
switched to fiber or plastic, although some states 
continued to use metal. So it’s possible that this 
dispenser could have been originally available from 
Osborne for use by states such as Utah and Arizona 
which had both 16 mm. and 23 mm. metal sales tax 
tokens. (Of course, the dispenser could have been 
made available to states which had only the 16 mm. or 
the 23 mm. sales tax tokens, also.) When the OPA 
tokens were introduced, the dispenser would have been 
available and useful for the ration tokens even if 


no 23 mm. metal, fiber, or plastic sales tax tokens 
were in use. 


It’s not possible to attribute this dispenser to any 
specific state. We’ll consider it a maverick until 
someone gives us better information. 



n 




ADVERTISEMENTS 


THE Seattle Coin Club has issued a wooden dollar to commemorate its 65th Anniversary, 
January 17, 2001. On that day 7 members heard a speaker from the Secret Service. The 
club waa founded byPaulFoots, knownto sales tax tokeq collectors as the man who 
obtained WA - PI (gold pattern) for a five pound box of chocolates (see M&D for 
details). The wooden dollars aremvailabie from Del Cushing, P.O. Box 88984, Seattle, 
WA 98138-2984 for $2.00 each plus a SASE envelope with 46 cents postage. 

FOR SALE: Ohio sales tax stamps' complete with vendor’s stub attached: 

S-235 lc $1.50 S-250 6c $1.50 S-251 9c $1.50 

possibly S-215 or S-240 12ehasBTetter $1.56 S-253 15c 1.50 

S-254 30c 1.50 S-255 60c 3,00 S-244 $1.50 5.00 

S-261 3c staple holes. (1/2 size) $0.50 

Note - all the above in CU or mint condition. See M&D for descriptions. 
DavePiqtt, Rt.52, Stout, OH45684 

COLLECTOR needs the following EL metal provisionals to complete collection — Moline 
(L62A, 63Ac, 63Bb, 63Bc) and Rock Island (L88Ab, 88Ba, 88Db). Also need most IL 
paper issues. Indicate condition and asking price. Don Thannen, 309 Kenyon Drive, 
Springfield, IL 62704. 

I HAVE THE following Illinois Tax Tokens for sale: 

1. Anna (Union County); Areola; Beardstown; Bunker Hill; Cambridge (5 tokens) 

2. Chandlerville; Charleston; Depue; Effingham; Galva 

3. Gillespie; Herrin; Jacksonville; Jasper County; Keithburg 

4. Kewanee; LaSalle;-Litchfield; Mattoon; Mercer County 

5. Moline L62; Monmouth; Mount Olive; New Boston; Paris 

6. Roanoke; Rock Island L87 & L88; Rossvike; St. Anne 

7. Tasewell County; Toulan; Virginia; Whiteside; Wyoming 


8. Casey; Rock Island L88; LaSalle; Kewanee (4 tokens) 

9. Litchfield; Kankakee; Pike County; Kewanee 
16. Herrin, Jacksonville; Kewanee; Illinois State 

11. Ladd; Rock Island L87; 5 Tasewell with 3 different obverses; Toulan (8) 

12. Jacksonville; Carbondale; Witt; Herrin; Illinois Sfate (5) 

13. LaSalle; Kankakee; M’boro (Jackson County); Hoopeston (4) 


All tokens metal, average circulated condition: Please bid by Iqt number or one bid for all 
lots. Bidding closes three weeks after receiving ATTS Newsletter. Postage & insurance 
extra.' Feel free to contact me if you-have any questions. Albert L. Albright (R-l 88), 300 
N.E. 9-1 st, Seattle, WA 98115-2715. 
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THE Custer Battlefield Historical & Museum Association has issued a medallion to 
commemorate the 125th anniversary of the Battle of the Little Big Horn (Custer’s Last 
Stand). It depicts a mounted trooper on the obverse with the monument superimposed on 
a guidon on the reverse (as pictured). Members of CBHMA are entitled to a 15% 
discount. CBHMA is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to education and historical 
preservation. Mail orders to; CBHMA Books, P.O. Box: 9G2, Hardin, MT 59034-0902. 
Please provide an address suitable for UPS delivery and include $6 shipping and handling 
for the first item and $1 for .each additional item. 



WANTED: Your classified ad. Each STILL AVAILABLE: United States Sales 
member is entitled to a free ad in each Tax Tokens and Stamps: A History and 

issue. Your ad can be run in more than Catalog, M.K. Malehom and T. Davenport, 

one issue ifyou let the editor know $39.9-5 + $3.50 Postage & handling, from 

that and he is not overwhelmed with Turtle Hill Book Co., PO Box 265, 

ads (so far not a problem). Bryantown, MD 20617. Non ATTS 

members, $49.95 + p&h. 


INTERNET DISCUSSION GROUPS 


Both John Ostendorf and Monte Dean have sent word that there are Internet 
discussion groups for sales tax tokens on Yahoo.com. I am not sure if they are referring 
to the same- group so I give you both sites. Monte’s e-mail is KIoxkmg@,aol. com, he says 
e-mail him and he will send you an invitation to join within 24 hours. John’s is 
httpr//groupe.yahoo.corn/grotp/salestaxtokens-. Any member should feel free to report 
anything they think might be of interest to the group to the editor for inclusion in the 
Newsletter. 


\ DUES FOR 2002 ARE NOW DUE, _ 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
MAY 31, 2001 - AUGUST 31, 2001 


Balance 6/1/01 

$ 685.75 

Income (7/1-7/31) 

Dues & Donations 

26.00 

Expenses (6/1-6/30) 

Postage, supplies 

1.44 

Balance 7/31/01 

$ 722.73 

Income (6/1-6/30) 

Dues 

Balance 6/30/01 

16.00 

$ 700.31 

Expenses (8/1-8/31) 

Postage & copying 
Newsletter 

5.13 

161.03 

Expenses (7/1-7/31) 

Postage and copying 

3.58 

Income (8/1-8/31) 

Dues & Donations 

Balance 8/31/01 

000.00 

$ 556.57 


The balance for August covers the cost of the last newsletter. As usual, this report does not 
include the cost of this newsletter because that cost can’t be known until after this statement is 
made. Our finances are in good shape to cover expenses for the rest of the year. We have a little 
more than needed because a few members renewed for 3 or 5 years. This will be needed in future 
years though. A big thank you to all the members who have made a donation. 

DONATIONS: Donations this year are $83. Thanks to Kenneth Hallenbeck for his donation. 

All the donations are appreciated very much and help keep us from needing to raise the dues. Life 
members, it is okay if you want to make a donation. © 

ORGANIZATIONAL REPORT 
May 31, 2001— August 31, 2001 

NEW MEMBERS: Loran Frazier, Jan Ting REINSTATEMENTS: Kenneth Hallenbeck 


DROPS: 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

SEPTEMBER 30, 2001 - NOVEMBER 30, 2001 




Income (10/1-10/31) 


Balance 9/1/01 

$ 556.57 

Dues & back issues 

40.00 

Expenses (9/1-9/30) 


Balance 10/31/01 

$ 579.85 

Postage, supplies 

11.98 



Income (9/1-9/30) 




Dues 

00.00 

Expenses (11/1-11/30) 




Postage & copying 

1.95 

Balance 9/30/01 

$ 544.59 

Income (11/1-11/30) 




Dues & Donations 

00.00 

Expenses (10/1-10/31) 




Postage & copying 

4.74 

Balance 11/30/01 

$ 577.90 


The balance for November covers the cost of the last newsletter. As usual, this report does not 
include the cost of this newsletter because that cost can’t be known until after this statement is 
made. Our finances are in good shape to cover expenses for the rest of the year. We have a little 
more than needed because a few members renewed for 3 or 5 years. This will be needed in future 
years though. A big thank you to all the members who have made a donation. 

DONATIONS: Donations this year are $85. Thanks to those giving for their donations. All the 
donations are appreciated very much and help keep us from needing to raise the dues. Life 
members, it is okay if you want to make a donation. © 

ORGANIZATIONAL REPORT 
September 30, 2001—November 30, 2001 

NEW MEMBERS: Jerry L Hare Jr., Bob REINSTATEMENTS: Monte Dean 

Schneider, John E. Whatley 

DROPS: None MEMBERSHIP (November 30) 117 
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